
 

 

  
 

Lake Lure Parks & Recreation Board Meeting 
October 1, 2015 Minutes 

 
Call to Order 
Chairman Jim Walters called to order the regular meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board at 1:31pm 
 
Roll Call 
Board Members present: 
Jim Walters 
Ed Dittmer 
Martyn Watts 
Dale Minick 
Linda Turner  
Vic Knight 
 
Board Members absent: 
Larry Czajkoski 
 
Town Officials present: 
Environmental Manager Clint Calhoun 
Town Council Liaison Diane Barrett 
 
Others present: 
Dana Bradley 
Andy Moore, US Dept. of Agriculture & Wildlife Services 
Steve Webber 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA AND MEETING MINUTES 
The agenda for the October 1, 2015 meeting was reviewed. 
A motion was made by Ed Dittmer to accept the Agenda; seconded by Martyn Watts; all were in 
favor. 
 
The minutes of the September 3, 2015 meeting were reviewed.  A motion was made by Linda Turner 
to approve the minutes; the motion was seconded by Ed Dittmer; all were in favor. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Geese Mitigation – Jim Walters 
Jim Walters reviewed with the Board a meeting that had been held earlier in the day regarding the 
Geese Mitigation and the findings of Andy Moore.  At that meeting there was discussion regarding 
what the town had already been doing over the past five years to help rid the town of geese.  Mr. 
Moore distributed his findings and in those, discussed key points to keep geese away from areas.  
Some of those points the town was currently providing by oiling of the eggs.  Mr. Moore suggested 
that keeping details of all actions is key as well as harassment of the geese.  Mr. Moore was glad to see 
the town had been diligently working over the past five years to rid the geese and could appreciate 
their efforts.  He suggested that Spring is a key time for harassment and he provided suggestions for 
doing so.  He suggested using hand held lasers in the evening to move the geese from the land, but 
also have manned boats or remote boats in the water to keep them flying from those areas.  There 
were other mentions of harassment methods and what would be permitted.  He discussed methods 
that other towns had used such as permitting hunting, in which the wildlife organizations had even 
extended hunting for geese.  The Board discussed this option and that currently due to ordinances it 
would not be possible now.  He recommended to continue the oiling of the eggs, but to step up the 
harassment efforts and be diligent with them, going very heavy for the first week.  He suggested 
securing a larger number of volunteers to help in areas such as the beach and municipal golf course.   
 
Mr. Moore encouraged the Board to keep taking measures for strong documentation of their actions.  
He also spoke of the last solution of ridding geese with lethal means.  He also stated that doing so is 
never a solution to not having a new flock come back to an uninhabited area.  There was discussion 
from the Board regarding such.  
 
Mr. Moore suggested using a reflective Mylar tape on a roll to string across areas such as the beach 
and land with cut grass, that would deter the geese from coming up on land from the water.  There 
was further discussion regarding ways to rid the lake of geese.  The subject of capturing and releasing 
elsewhere was mentioned.  Clint Calhoun stated that geese will always come back to where they’re 
born, in which Andy Moore agreed on the statement.  Mr. Moore also stated that the Fish & Wildlife 
would not permit the transfer of geese to any other location.   
 
Mr. Moore offered the assistance of Dustin Reece who works with Mr. Moore.  Mr. Reece is very 
educated on harassment methods and can meet with volunteers and assist in the task.  The Board 
discussed volunteers and even checking with LLCA to see if there were kids that could use this as a 
school project.   Jim Walters was happy to see that the Board was headed in the right direction with 
their project and explained that there may be a need for funding.  He wanted to get an article written 
up the The Breeze and the town’s website that would educate the community on what the Board has 
done in five years and the need for volunteers to help with the harassment efforts.  He also wanted to 
discuss what may have to come if we can’t make these plans work.  He felt it was important for the 
community to know everything and every step that has been taken.  Clint suggested using Mr. Moore’s 
findings and suggestions as an SOP, using the data sheets he had provided as well.   There was further 
discussion on how to get the community involved.  Martyn Watts suggested that Dustin come out and 
speak with Melodie and her full time staffer since they would be key on the harassment program.   
 
Mr. Moore felt happy in what the Board’s next steps were and offered his assistance wherever needed. 
 



 

 

 
Lake Lure Flowering Bridge and Town of Lake Lure – Village of Chimney Rock Road connector 
walkway – Linda Turner    
Linda stated that there was nothing new.  The Garden Tours were doing very well.  The donation box 
was overflowing. She spoke of the Sensory Garden for the visually impaired.  Scripts were being written 
with great detail for the understanding of the gardens to help the visually impaired.  The Cell Phone 
Tour is having issues with cell phone coverage.  No new news on the connector.  The Board 
commented as a whole that the gardens were looking very good. 
 
Donald Ross Park and Trail System – Ed Dittmer 
Ed said there was not much to report.  He mentioned that the Cross Country teams that have come to 
the LLCA 5K runs were very happy with the trails and terrain chosen.  Ed mentioned that Chris Braund 
and a trail consultant looked at the old logging road for trail use.  Chris will be getting with the land 
owners in regards for use.  They also looked at the possibility of a trail that would start at the picnic 
shelter, travel up to the ridge behind the church and loop back to the picnic shelter.  Ed is working with 
Dana for the trail this fall.   
 
Lake Lure Public Golf Course – Dale Minick 
Dale reported to the Board that there was no Foot Golf Championship due to no shows.  There were 
333 rounds of golf, down from 486 last year.  He stated the greens were looking good.  Channel 13 did 
a nice story about Foot Golf.  The seeding on #9 got washed away.  Top dressing is planned for this fall.  
They are also rebuilding head walls on the culvert on #4.   
 
Buffalo Creek Park – Jim Walters  
(Larry Czajkoski is recovering from an injury.  The Board wishes him well and is keeping him in their 
thoughts).  Dana Bradley mentioned that they had reflagged the new section and there is a meeting on 
October 5th which will give permission to go forth with the plans.  She also has new signs to install.   
 
Pool Creek Park – Vic Knight 
Vic mentioned no new news or information.  Ed mentioned that Tim Turner was selling the picnic 
tables from his restaurant.  Ed gave Tim Melodies contact number. 
 
Morse Park – Jim Walters 
Ed mentioned the seeding he saw in the berm as well as the new dirt over between the parking lot and 
river is helping with standing water in that area.  There was brief discussion regarding the needed 
Pavilion for that area.   
 
Town Parks and Recreational Punch List – Melodie Potter 
Melodie Potter was absent. 
 
Town Council Liaison – Diane Barrett 
Diane mentioned that due to the upcoming storm that the lake had been lowed.  On October 19th 
there will be a meeting for citizens regarding the updating of the Comprehensive Plan.  The Council 
desires the communities input.  A survey has been sent out to the community and is due by October 



 

 

12th.  Diane stressed the importance of input.  There was discussion from the Board regarding their 
input.  Jim will send out an email to get the Board’s input and present it. 
 
Guests and Visitor Discussion 
Steve Webber complimented the Park and Recreation Board and gave accolades to the volunteers for 
all of their time and labor.  He spoke of the importance of first impressions when visitors come into 
town.  He felt that the Board had done an impressionable job by representing the town in their hard 
efforts.   Mr. Webber stated that he respects the Board greatly.  
 
New Business 
Jim took a moment to mention that the Town Council had recently recognized Ed Dittmer for his 10 
years of service to the Parks & Recreation Board as their Chairman.  Jim and the Board all agreed that 
Ed had served them well and done an outstanding job. 
 
Adjournment 
A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by Linda Turner and seconded by Ed Dittmer.  The October 
1st 2015 meeting of the Parks & Recreation Board was adjourned by Jim Walters with all in favor at 
3:02pm 
 
Minutes were transcribed by Town Liaison Kat Canant 
The next Parks & Recreation Board meeting will by November 5, 2015 at 1:30pm 
 
 
 


